
Immunization Requirements 

Immunization Requirements 

  

Texas state law requires students attending school to be immunized against certain vaccine 

preventable diseases.  Getting your child vaccinated protects your child’s health and that of the 

community. Students should get vaccines from their health-care provider. If necessary, please make 

an appointment to get your child vaccinated as soon as possible. Remember, students cannot go to school 

without the appropriate documentation for the required vaccines or a valid medical or conscientious exemption. 
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Exemptions 

  

The State of Texas does allow for exemptions to the immunization requirements based on medical need or 

reasons of conscience, however both types of exemptions require proper documentation. 

  

Medical Exemptions 
  

Guidelines for Requesting an Exemption for Medical Need 

  

  To claim an exclusion for medical reasons, the child or student must present a statement signed by the 

child's physician (M.D. or D.O.), duly registered and licensed to practice medicine in the United States 

who has examined the child, in which it is stated that, in the physician's opinion, the vaccine required is 

medically contraindicated or poses a significant risk to the health and well-being of the child or any 

member of the child's household. Unless it is written in the statement that a lifelong condition exists, the 

exemption statement is valid for only one year from the date signed by the physician. 

   

  

Conscience Exemptions 
  

Guidelines for Requesting an Exemption for Reason of Conscience 

  

 To claim an exclusion for reasons of conscience, including a religious belief, a signed affidavit must be 

presented by the child's parent or legal guardian, stating that the child's parent or legal guardian declines 

vaccinations for reasons of conscience, including because of the person's religious beliefs. The affidavit 

will be valid for a two-year period. The child, who has not received the required immunizations for 

reasons of conscience, including religious beliefs, may be excluded from school in times of emergency 

or epidemic declared by the commissioner of public health. 

 Written requests must be submitted through the U.S. Postal Service, commercial carrier, fax, or by hand-

delivery. 

        

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/school-requirements.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/child-care-requirements.aspx
http://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/default.shtm
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=25&pt=1&ch=97&rl=62


Mailing Address: 
Immunization Branch 

Department of State Health Services 

Immunization Branch (MC 1946)  

P.O. Box 149347 

Austin, TX 78714-9347 

 

Hand Delivery: 
Department of State Health Services  

Immunization Branch (MC 1946) 

1100 West 49th Street 

Austin, TX 78756 

 

Fax: 
(512) 776-7544 

 

On-Line:  
Via the department's online exemption form  

  

 Hand-delivered requests may be submitted to the DSHS, Immunization Branch, between 8 a.m. and 5 

p.m. Mondays through Fridays. ALL affidavit forms will be mailed to you via U.S. Postal Service. 

Important note: no requests will be filled at the time of hand-delivery. 
 Affidavit form requests will be processed and mailed within one week from the receipt of the request. If 

additional information is needed in order to process the affidavit, you will be notified. 

 The letter must include the following information: 

o Full name of each child for whom a form is requested (first, middle, and last); 

o Date of birth of each child for whom a form is requested; 

o Parent or legal guardian's signature and complete return mailing address, including zip code; and 

o Number of forms needed for each child (not to exceed five forms per child) 

 Electronic mail or telephone requests cannot be processed. 

 The official Texas Department of State Health Services affidavit form must be notarized and submitted 

to school officials. The form must be submitted within 90 days from the date it is notarized. 

 The school will accept only official affidavit forms developed and issued by the Texas Department of 

State Health Services (DSHS), Immunization Branch. No other forms or reproductions will be allowed. 

 

https://corequest.dshs.texas.gov/

